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Catholic Charities Pinellas Hope Sign 

At Catholic Charities’ Pinellas Hope “Tent City,” located in Pinellas County, Clearwater, Florida 

about a 30-minute ride from downtown, St. Petersburg, Hope thrives for Homeless Veterans and 

other Homeless residents of this fantastic paradigm to end 

Homelessness.  http://home.catholicweb.com/pinellashope/ 

Pinellas Hope which is now about 5-years old and well-established in the community has 

hundreds of success stories of which this Author has personally either directly or indirectly 

Witnessed, including a visit to tour their entire premises and as well as talking to their residents, 

on Thursday, May 05, 2011. Pinellas Hope is a part of Catholic Charities, Diocese of St. 

Petersburg and is located at 5726 126th Avenue N. Clearwater, FL 33760. There telephone 

number is 727-556-6397 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting  727-556-6397 

end_of_the_skype_highlighting. 

http://www.veteranstoday.com/author/richards/
http://www.veteranstoday.com/author/richards/
http://home.catholicweb.com/pinellashope/
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There are 300 tents, 80 studio apartments, and about 24 “Casetas” (which is Spanish for small 

house, hut, cottage) at Pinellas Hope. The qualifications in getting into and remaining at Pinellas 

Hope are simple. You can’t test positive for illegal drugs or alcohol upon application of entry or 

during any time you reside there. 

 

 



The City of St. Petersburg which is a Pinellas Hope Partner and major Donor has stepped-up-to-

the-plate to assist  Pinellas Hope and their homeless residents by appropriating as part of their 

2011 Budget $100,000 for this worthy cause and Non-Profit. And every Thursday, at 9:00 a.m., 

on the 2nd Avenue side of City hall, St. Petersburg Police Officer “Rich” Linkiewicz who is the 

Homeless Outreach Police Officer for the St. Petersburg Homeless takes Homeless Men and 

Women to Pinellas Hope either in his vehicle or by use of the Catholic Charities Bus. 

 

Above photos is of Casetas or Casitas 1-person Housing Units and their permanent housing 

studio Apartments. More photos of  apartments are shown at end of story. 

When I arrived to catch the bus to Pinellas Hope, there were 7 men in their late 40′s and 50′s, and 

a young man and woman in their late 20′s or early 30′s who listened to Officer Rich’s “spiel” as 

he likes to call it  by telling them that they must take a urine and breatherlizer test upon entry and 

not have any drugs or alcohol in their system (except for verified prescription drugs ordered by a 

Physician), and be willing to be subjected to random testing for same.  Officer Rich also suggests 

to the people who are not clean to wait for another time to go to Pinellas Hope because if you 

come up positive for drugs or alcohol you are never given another chance to enter Pinellas Hope. 

The young couple ultimately declined not to go this time around. 



 

Above photos are front and rear views of Pinellas Hope open-aired Dining Room 

After having several conversations with Officer “Rich” as he prefers to be called, I found him to 

be not only dedicated to his job but compassionate to the plight of  the homeless men and women 

he comes into contact with, especially the ones who want to help themselves by getting off-the 

streets and into transitional housing like Pinellas Hope and other shelters available. 



 

Above photo is of Pinellas Hope Free Clothing Store for Residents and Laundry Room 

In the couple of weeks alone, this Author, a Nationally Recognized Veterans Rights Advocate 

for Homeless and Disabled Veterans for the last 21-years engaged in conversation at the Beacon 

House and Salvation Army “soup kitchens” and convinced two (2) Homeless Veterans ages 53 

and late 40′sto go to Pinellas Hope in order to get-off-the-streets and have a roof over their head 

(even if just a tent) and clean indoor bathrooms and showers, hot lunches and dinners in a 

covered open-aired dining room, counseling, and more. Additionally, about 6-weeks after 

engaging in conversation for about 3-months to do the same, I convinced a non-Veteran who had 

lost his job and apartment and became homeless for about 1-year to also go to Pinellas Hope. 

All of the above homeless men have said that they are glad I convinced them to go to Pinellas 

Hope and thought it was a great place for transitional housing leading to permanent housing. 



 

Above photo is of Pinellas Hope Computer Room 

And it makes me feel great when I know I was directly responsible for getting a Homeless 

Veteran or non-Veteran off-the-streets and into a well-established program like Pinellas Hope 

whose programs offer a good chance for permanent housing. However, at the same time, it 

makes me wonder why the VA is not engaging with Holmeless Vets on a regular basis at “soup 

kitchens” to help find them transitional or permanent housing? 

In my apartment complex of 106 apartment units alone, in the last 7-months I have witnessed 

Pinellas Hope Counselors and my landlord move-in 3 of their former residents in my apartment 

complex, as well as 3-others who were former residents of “tent city.” And in some cases 

depending on the income they have from Disability or Employment, Pinellas Hope pays advance 

rent for them and gives them continued support for several months after leaving there with bus 

passes and furniture, among other things. 

I have also talked to many other former residents/success stories of Pinellas Hope whom I have 

by coincidence met on the bus, shopping, etc, of whom told me what a great place it was for 

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING and that if it were not for Pinellas Hope, they would have 

remained homeless and WITHOUT PERMANENT HOUSING. 

Pinellas Hope gets a definite THUMBS-UP from me! 



 

Mobile-Medical-Unit-Visits-Pinellas-Hope 

 

Pinellas Hope Entry Gate Station 
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Pinellas Hope Medical Respite Program 

  

 

Pinellas Hope Residents' Garden 
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Scenic View of several Pinellas Hope Apartments 

  

 

View #1 of Pinellas Hope Studio Apartments 
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View #2 of Pinellas Hope Studio Apartments 

  

 

View #3 of Pinellas Hope Studio Apartments 
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View #4 of Pinellas Hope Studio Apartments 

  

 

Pinellas Hope Camp Rules 
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Part 1, Chapter 3, Who are the Homeless, Hungry and Needy in St. Petersburg, 

Pinellas County, Florida and those who are making a difference in their lives, and the 

Success of the New Pinellas County Homeless Shelter “Pinellas Safe Harbor” (PSH). 

Photo to left  is that of a Homeless Man sleeping in the alley just outside 

my apartment building and just across the street from St. Petersburg City Hall where about 50-75 

Homeless Men and Women sleep each night on the sidewalks in front of and adjacent to that 

City Hall. 

Writer’s Note:  The following Demographics set forth below are not a scientific Demographic 

Survey.  They are based only on my own personal observations while interacting with the 

Homeless, Hungry and Needy during the last 4-months. Additionally, I have not disclosed any 

information in this article or in this series of articles about Homelessness that Law Enforcement 

or other City, County and State Officials do not already know: 

http://www.veteranstoday.com/author/richards/
http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/homeless-man-sleeping-in-alley.jpg


THE HARD-CORE HOMELESS WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE STREET FOR YEARS - 
They are Veterans from the Vietnam, Gulf, Iraq, and Afghanistan Wars as well as the Peacetime 

Eras. 

By Male Gender and Race the Vast Majority are White Men in their 40′s, and 50′s and some in 

their 60′s. 

Then there are quite a few Black African American Men in their 40′s and 50′s, and a few in their 

60′s.  

Then there are some Hispanic men in their 40′s and 50′s, and a few in their 60′s. 

Then there are a very few Orientals and Native American Indian Men in their 40′s and 50′s and a 

very few in their 60′s.  

Then there are some White and Black African American Men and Women in their 20′s and 30′s, 

and a very few Oriental and Native American Indian Men and Women in their 20′s and 30′s. 

Some are alcohol and legal and illegal drug substance abusers. Some are in Recovery, and some 

are not. 

Some even get VA and/or Social Security Disability or SSI checks from about $700 to $1250 per 

month on average and who can afford to pay rent but choose to remain homeless so that they can 

use that money they would spend on rent to buy more alcohol or drugs. 

The vast majority eat at the Soup Kitchens even though they may have income and/or food 

stamps and/or just food stamps. 

The ones who have no income and just receive $200 per month in food stamps, sell part or all of 

their food stamps at a discount rate and then use that cash to purchase cigarettes, personal 

hygiene items, and alcohol and/or illegal drugs, among other things. 

Some are such hard-core homeless street people who have not known any other kind of  life for 

years or even decades that even if they have the money to pay rent they prefer living and 

sleeping on the streets and sidewalks. 

Some don’t fully bathe in a shower or bathtub for weeks or months at a time but rather use the 

sinks in public bathrooms to clean various parts of their body even though there are several non-

profits in the area that offer free showers daily. 

Some have part or full-time jobs. 

Some have outstanding Warrants for their Arrest and can’t go to homeless shelters where they 

require Driver’s License or State I.D. Cards and check for outstanding Warrants. 



Some are Registered Sex Offenders who cannot be admitted to shelters that are within 1000 feet 

of a school. 

Some are so hard-core that they won’t even apply for HUD Housing which would be free for 

those with no income or 30% of their income. 

Some are so hard-core that even if they have access to Medicaid, Medicare, VA Medical Care or 

County Medical Care, they won’t access it, and so in many cases lack of proper medical care for 

them is due to their own neglect in that they refuse go to see a Doctor for diagnosis and treatment 

unless their illness is life threatening, and even then some won’t go, and some have died on the 

street because of this. 

Some Government Officials and Private Citizens have told me that in their opinion non-profits 

who deliver several meals during the day to the homeless, especially on weekends at Williams 

Park and at night in front of City Hall where they sleep on the sidewalks ENABLES THEM TO 

STAY HOMELESS rather than become self-sufficient by especially going to the New 

Pinellas Safe Harbor (PSH) Homeless Shelter and living out of there where they can sleep inside, 

shower, get 3-meals per day, and get help finding work for those who have no income and are 

not totally disabled, or finding permanent Government or Private Housing for those who have 

sufficient income from disability or part-time or full-time work.  Writer’s Note:  Although I 

agree it enables some of the homeless to stay homeless, what is really needed is enough 

Homeless Shelters to temporarily house the 6,000-8,000 Homeless Men and Women in 

Pinellas County using the same Programs currently being used at PSH which is dicussed later in 

this Chapter. 

They also point out that many of the homeless with no income and low-income and who have 

regular medical appointments receive free or reduced rate ($8.25 per month) 31-day bus passes 

that regular passengers have to pay $65 per month and then sell them for $20-$30 rather 

than using them to take the bus to non-profits who serve 3-hot meals or using to them to find 

work or other public assistance to which they may be entitled. If you’re over 65 or receiving 

Disability from VA or Social Security but either your income is not low enough or you do not 

have enough doctors’ appointments to qualify, you can get a 31-day bus pass for $35. 

Examples of Innovated Homeless Transportation for carrying belongings. 

 Photo below is of Homeless at Williams Park 

line up for Church Buses to pick them up and take them Shelters due to cold weather of 35 

degrees forecasted for this night. Shelters open whenever the weather is forecasted to be 40-

degrees or less at night time. 

http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/homeless-innovated-transportation.jpg
http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/more-homeless-innovated-transportation.jpg


Photos below are of MIRROR LAKE PARK not far from City Hall or 

Williams Park. It is a beautiful setting where homeless can sleep in the daytime with no 

interference from police. 

 

Photos below are of Homeless storing their bedding, clothing and other personal items  in 

Williams Park while they go about doing their daily activities either close by or far away from 

their stuff. For the most part, there seems to be anHonor System among the Homeless of 

“Thou Shall Not Steal Anyone Else’s Stuff.”  I also found this true when I go to eat at St. 

Vincent De Paul and I have to store my backpack in the hallway because they won’t let you in 

the mess hall with it.  Out of about 25 times I never had anything missing, including the 

backpack. Photo on lower right is that of the VETERANS MEMORIAL  in Williams Park. 

 

Homeless to New “Pinellas Safe Harbor” Homeless Shelter just a change in Geography, but a 

good start to change their lives for the better.  

    

I was given a 1-hour tour of PSH on January 21, 2011, by Dr. Robert Marbut, a consultant for 

PSH, and was also accompanied by City of St. Petersburg Veterans and Homeless Services 

Manager Rhonda Abbott and Major Sharon “Dede” Corron of the St. Petersburg Police 

Department.  I was impressed by the fact that several residents came-over to Major Corron and 

Abbott and gave them a hug and started talking to them and all indicated that they had not seen 

http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/homeless-waiting-to-go-to-cold-weather-shelter.jpg
http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/mirror-lake-city-backdrop-view.jpg
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each other in a long-time. It was obvious to me that Major Corron and Abbot had interacted with 

these former homeless men and women hands-on and out on the street where they were living. 

Several of the things that Dr. Marbut pointed-out was the fact that he had learned 

from Consulting with other Homeless Shelters around the United States certain specific kinds of 

programs that help the homeless better assimilate and stay at the Shelters for long-term 

assistance to end their plights of homelessness. 

One such program instituted at PSH by Dr. Marbut was to have  COFFEE  AVAILABLE 24/7 

and SMOKING PERMITTED OUTDOORS 24/7. 

The other program instituted at PSH by Dr. Marbut was was called the “COUNTER-

INTUITIVEP ILLEGAL DRUGS & ALCOHOL PROGRAM” which ALLOWS RESIDENTS 

TO KEEP ILLEGAL DRUGS and ALCOHOL in their stored baggage which is kept in storage 

bins outside the facility.  THEY WILL NOT BE BUSTED BY POLICE & ARRESTED, this is 

part of the Counter-Intuitive Program.  They are permitted to take things out of their baggage 

twice a day, and so if they want to take their illegal drugs and alcohol and leave the premises to 

use their illegal drugs and drink their alcohol and then come back high or drunk that’s OKAY! 

As long as they do not become unruly or dangerous they will be allowed to sleep-it-off.  Many 

homeless won’t go to shelters because they can’t bring their illegal drug and alcohol with them 

and so by allowing it they get them to the shelters for help with the hopes that living in a SAFE 

INDOOR ENVIRONMENT like PSH with clean bathrooms and showers, 3-meals per day, and 

other programs to find them permanent housing and/or jobs or help them get Social Security or 

VA Disability Compensation will eventually result in their FEELINGS OF HOPLESSNESS & 

DESPAIR greatly diminishing and they will not have as much a need or perhaps no need at 

all for illegal drugs and alcohol anymore. 

Ramona Schaefer, Program services Director, Pinellas county Sheriff’s Office, assigned to 

Detention and Corrections Bureau and Pinellas Safe Harbor (PSH) advised me of  just some of 

the rules at PSH concerning entering and leaving: “Our evening curfew is at 8pm.  If they have 

jobs that require a later check-in, we will verify employment and accommodate the later 

check-in.” Our residents can check out any time they wish; however, the bulk storage is only 

opened twice a day.” 

I was very impressed by both the Facilities and Programs at PSH, and so I GIVE IT A 

THUMBS-UP and STRONGLY ENDORSE the City of St. Petersburg’s efforts to make PSH 

work for the homeless who want to get-off the streets, and especially the efforts of St. 

Petersburg’s employees Abbott and Major Corron. 

Pinellas County homeless shelter to open Thursday – Federal courts have ruled that cities 

cannot arrest people for sidewalk sleeping unless shelter beds are an available option. St. 

Petersburg rarely enforces its law because of full shelters. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/pinellas-county-homeless-shelter-to-open-

thursday/1143647 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/pinellas-county-homeless-shelter-to-open-thursday/1143647
http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/pinellas-county-homeless-shelter-to-open-thursday/1143647


NEW HOMELESS SHELTER OPENS IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA. Click onto 

link to watch video. http://www.wtsp.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=160337 

TO BE CONTINUED IN CHAPTER 4 
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PART 1, Chapter 2 of a Series – Who are the New Homeless, Hungry, and Needy in St. 

Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, and those who are making a difference in their lives. 

Writers Note:  I highly suggest that you read Part 1, Chapter 1 of this series before reading this 

Chapter. Just click onto the link.  http://www.veteranstoday.com/2011/01/22/who-are-the-

homeless-hungry-needy-in-america-part-1-chapter-1/ 

 They are Elderly like 71-

year-old Homeless Woman Adeline Langford (How can this happen in America?) who is just 

one of the many faces of the Homeless in America and in St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, 

Florida.  Langford says she receives $859 per month from Social Security Retirement and had a 

HUD Senior Housing Apartment but that she lost her apartment when Children and Families 

Services forced her to go to the hospital for a month and when she got out they had re-rented her 

apartment? This story has not yet been verified.  However, what has been verified by a reliable 

eyewitness is that young homeless Hoodlums not only tease and make fun of Langford’s age and 

homelessness, but also harass and assault this elderly woman by stealing her blankets, clothing 

and other valuables while she is sleeping on the sidewalk  late at night or in the middle of the 

night, so she is left to freeze in the cold and sometimes rainy and cold Florida winter nights.  I 

was deeply touched as I observed  a Homeless and unemployed man in his fifties  give  Langford 

a blanket and gloves to help her stay warm as she sleep on the sidewalk all 

night.   After seeing Langford sleeping on the street in the rain and cold and then her telling 

http://www.wtsp.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=160337
http://www.veteranstoday.com/author/richards/
http://www.veteranstoday.com/2011/01/22/who-are-the-homeless-hungry-needy-in-america-part-1-chapter-1/
http://www.veteranstoday.com/2011/01/22/who-are-the-homeless-hungry-needy-in-america-part-1-chapter-1/
http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/homeless-woman-adeline-langford-5.jpg


me that she just was tire and sick and her legs were very weak and that she could not take living 

on the streets any more, within just 2-days, I initiated and sought a plan of action with Rhonda 

L. Abbott, MA, CRC, Manager of Veteran, Social and Homeless Services for the City of St. 

Petersburg, to endeavor to get Langford checked-into the new Pinellas County Homeless 

Shelter called “PINELLAS SAFE HOPE” (PSH).  

On Friday evening, January 28, 2011,  at about 6:30 p.m., after contacting Abbott that afternoon 

and expressing the urgency of getting Langford off-the-streets or that she would probably soon 

die, and the fact that I had no vehicle to transport Langford to PSH, Abbott volunteered her own 

vehicle and on her own time to pick-up Langford and myself in the sidewalk area 

where Langford usually sleeps in order to help me transport Langford to PSH. The first 2-photos 

above on the left and in the middle are that of Langford the day before she went to PSH. Photos 

above all the way to the right is that of that of Langford just prior to Abbott arriving to transport 

her to PSH. Langford told me that she spent the previous couple of hours gathering all her 

belongings and placing them in the large garbage bag and leather case you see in the photo, and 

said she changed into her best clothes because she wanted to look nice for Abbott and for when 

she arrived at PSH. Without Abbott’s assistance and her Official Capacity to arrange a late 

check-in at PSH, Langford might have had to spend another couple of days or longer on streets 

in unusually cold Florida Winter Weather in the 30′s and 40′s.   

WRITER’S NOTE:  Sadly and regretfully, the next day, Saturday, January 29, 2011, Langford 

had to be evicted from PSH due to her causing a commotion and cursing and swearing at Staff 

and Residents of PSH, and actually hitting one Resident with her cane.   UPDATED 

WRITER’S NOTE:  The information I first received on Saturday lead me to believe that 

Langford’s Eviction was imminent. However, set forth below is new and credible evidence from 

Ramona Schaefer, a Pinellas County Social Services Supervisor for the Department of 

Corrrections and PSH, whose e-mail set forth below reveals that in fact Langford was Not 

Evicted from PSH  but rather walked-out on her own. 

“>>> “Schaefer,Ramona” <rschaefer@pcsonet.com> 2/1/2011 1:34 PM >>>I followed up 

with PSH staff.  CJS Chappelle advised Adeline was upset on Saturday night and decided to 

walk out on her own.  She was not asked to leave nor evicted from PSH.  We wanted to at least 

keep her here unit the WIN team showed up on Monday for coordination of services.” 

Langford is now back on the street in the same place. Homeless that watch over her say she 

is unable to properly take care of her hygiene needs while sleeping on the street.  She needs vital 

medical attention and medications to reduce her violent aggressions which preliminary 

investigation by me reveals was previously prescribed for her but she stopped taking them. 

Additionally, it also appears that she squanders her Social Security Retirement Income on 

jewelry, paying people $5.00 each time to run her errands, and has no money left for rent nor the 

desire to find permanent housing other than a motel by the week on occasion.  When I asked one 

of the Homeless Men who watch over her whether he thought she should be ”BAKER ACTED” 

he responded yes, because she cannot take care of herself and will die on the street if someone 

does not intervene. 



It appearing that Langford has “gone-off the radar” of Florida Children’s and Families Services, 

and due to Langford’s obvious DIMINISHED CAPACITY, I am going to take the 

appropriate steps to contact Florida Children’s and Families Services to ensure that they take the 

appropriate steps to ask a Judge to appoint a Guardian over Langford’s finances, and to find her 

permanent HUD Senior Housing or an Assisted Living facility or other type of housing in her 

best interest, and to take other measures in her best interest to ensure she takes the proper 

medication she needs for her medical and mental conditions to keep her stabilized as well 

as assistance with her hygiene needs if so required. 

They are approximately 6,000-8,000 homeless people in Pinellas County Florida whom because 

of our Nation’s economic down-turn/sluggish economy,  are Veterans who were recently 

discharged from Service, and Veterans and non-Veterans who are laid-off engineers and other 

skilled workers, business and financial consultants, sales and marketing managers, clerical 

workers from fortune 500 companies, Federal, State, City and County employees, and just about 

every other job classification whose unemployment compensation and savings had run-out and 

whom have been evicted from their foreclosed homes or apartments because they could not pay 

their mortgage or rent, or they over-stayed their welcome with friends or family, if they even had 

that latter option. 

The majority are White Men, and then some Black African-American Men, and a few 

Hispanic, Oriental and Native America Indian Men.  Then there are a few Women from all of the 

above Races and Ethnic groups. 

Most are in their 40′s and 50′s and can’t find a job due to the bad economy and/or age 

discrimination. 

Some are in their 20′s and 30′s actively looking for work or have given-up.  

A few are in their early 60′s waiting to be eligible for Social Security Retirement Income so they 

can get-off the streets. 

A few are like Adeline Langford who receive Social Security Retirement Income but for various 

reasons such as knowingly mismanaging their money, or because of medical or mental illness 

due to old age unknowingly mismanage their money, or their money is mismanaged by others 

who may have legal or illegal control their money. 

Some are alcohol and legal and illegal drug substance abusers and chronic gamblers. Some are in 

Recovery, and some are not. 

Some are like, Marty, a 62-year-old laid-off engineer from NASA whom I met in mid-October 

2010 in front of St. Petersburg City Hall ABOUT 8:00 p.m., where he laid out his bedding. 

Marty did not fit the part as he was nicely dressed in clean casual attire, cleanly shaved and a 

clean-cut and styled haircut told me he had been out on the streets for just 3-days but that he had 

just recently turned 62 and had applied for his Social Security Retirement Benefits and that his 

first check would arrive in November. Marty said even though he had only been homeless for 3-

days he just could not take this kind of living and said “it was for-the-birds.” Marty came to St. 



Petersburg, Pinellas County because it offers much more Government and Non-Profit social 

services than Brevard County (“THE SPACE COAST”) Cocoa Beach, Melbourne, Titusville 

where he had lived, because until recent years, they always had a good economy because of 

NASA. I never saw Marty again after that night; I hope he is okay and finally received his Social 

Security Retirement Benefits. 

Photos below are of day, early evening, and late evening areas around St. Petersburg City Hall 

where Adeline Langford and Marty slept, and where about 50-75 other Homeless Men and 

Women set up their various kinds of bedding and sleep every night if they are not lucky enough 

to find permanent or even temporary inside shelter. 

After 3-months of interacting with hundreds of Homeless Men and Women mostly in their 40′s 

and 50′s and 60′s, on a per capita basis, I found this group to be more honest and down-to-earth, 

more compassionate and less condescending, more informed about World, National and Local 

News, and if not more book smarter-more street-smart, and more intellectually and 

philosophically wise than their general public counterparts who have never been homeless. 

Moreover, I also found that the only real difference between the disorderly conduct associated 

with alcohol and/or drug abuse by some of the Homeless of all age groups and that of my 

neighbors in the same category in various housing units where I have lived over the last 40-

years, or whom I have met on the streets, buses, restaurants, bars  and whom had secured 

housing, is that my neighbors and others mentioned had secured housing, and the Homeless did 

not. 

To be continued in chapter 3 – THE OLD HOMELESS, HUNGRY & NEEDY, & THE 

SUCCESS OF THE  COUNTY’S NEW HOMELESS SHELTER “PINELLAS SAFE 

HARBOR.” 
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PART 1, Chapter 1 of a Series -  Who are the Homeless in America, 

and those who are Making A Difference in their lives in St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, 

Florida.   

This Story is about both Veterans and non-Veterans who are Homeless. 

Photo above is that of Homeless Men waiting for St. Petersburg Homeless Outreach Police 

Officer Rich Linkiewicz to take them to the County’s new Homeless Shelter called 

“Pinellas Safe Harbor.” Linkiewicz a/k/a “Officer Rich” who interacts with the Homeless in 

downtown St. Petersburg where they gather at Williams Park during the day and sleep on the 

sidewalks at night in front of and on the adjacent sidewalks of St. Petersburg City Hall, 

transports those Homeless who want to get-off-the-streets to Pinellas Hope a/k/a “Tent City” 

financed by Catholic Charities, and now also to the new County Homeless Shelter “Pinellas Safe 

Harbor.” I asked the men for permission to take this closeup photo as I want to respect the 

anonymity of the Homeless as much as possible when I take photographs. All these men said that 

after losing their full-time jobs they lost their housing and had been Homeless on the streets for 

from one to three years. All were ready, willing and able to work and hoped that the new shelter 

would not only get them out of the cold weather and provide them with housing, meals, and hot 

showers, etc., but also provide them with bus passes to look for work and then eventually to get 

permanent housing once again on their own. All were also hoping that they could get better 

medical care than just the Mobile Medical Unit that comes around monthly for the 

Homeless.  Linkiewicz also provides Greyhound Bus Tickets to the Homeless if he can verify 

that they will reunite with families or friends who will provide them housing. He also dispelled 

rumors that he was providing Bus Tickets to any and all Homeless People even if they could not 

provide the above reuniting verification. Linkiewicz also told me in a recent phone interview that 

he thought there were 8,000 homeless in Pinellas County? 

http://veteranscorner.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/homeless-men-waiting-for-officer-rich-to-take-them-to-pinellas-safe-harbor-homeless-shelter1.jpg


The  photo to the left is that of St. Vincent De 

Paul (SVDP) Center of Hope. The sign reads in part “MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE 

LIVES OF THE HOMELESS, HUNGRY & NEEDY,” which is The Theme for this Story. 

Zoom-in to read sign in full. Photo below on the left is view of mess hall and entrance to SVDP. 

You don’t have to be Homeless to be Hungry and Needy and have the need to utilize the “SOUP 

KITCHENS” and other private non-profit agencies and Government services. Since the average 

Social Security Retirement or Disability Income check is only about $1100 per month, after 

paying for rent, utilities, telephone, dental care, full or co-payments for eye exams and new eye 

glasses and lenses, Medicare Part B & D co-payments, over the counter medications, necessary 

personal hygiene and household cleaning items, there is not much left-over for food for the entire 

month. So eating at the “SOUP KITCHENS” is not a luxury but a necessity for many people in 

this category. And I just happen to be in that category, especially since I was forced to move in 

October due to fact that among other things, my former landlord rented out “illegal apartments” 

and because among other things, my apartment was declared ”illegal” by Housing Authorities, I 

incurred a number of unexpected expenses from having to move, including an 

expensive temporary hotel for a week, and new apartment deposits. 

My new apartment in the downtown area of St. Petersburg is just a short walk from City Hall. I 

had not been down in this area at night for years so I had no idea that the homeless were sleeping 

in front of and around the adjoining blocks of City Hall as a protest to the City’s 2008 “no 

sleeping on the sidewalk Ordinance” which the City could not enforce unless there were 

homeless shelters that could accommodate all of those homeless, which until this month there 

were not. 

Although I am not homeless, I was virtually embedded with the Homeless and I watched them 

lay-out their cardboard boxes, blankets and other bedding and had numerous conversations with 

many of them every night to try and find out why they were homeless. And for the reasons stated 

earlier, I also ate at most of the “Soup Kitchens” they ate at for breakfast, lunch and dinner for 

the last 3-months just about every day. The result was that I became inadvertently EMBEDDED 

with the Homeless, Hungry and Needy, closely observed their routine habits, and had numerous 

conversations with them every day for the last 3-months, which also resulted in the basis for this 

UNPLANNED INSIDE STORY. And when you read this story and series of stories to follow, 

you will surely be astounded at the results of my observations and findings about the Homeless, 

Hungry and Needy. 



Before viewing many of the photos I’ve taken of the Homeless as well as read about my 

observations and findings of Who are the Homeless, Hungry and Needy in St. Petersburg, 

Pinellas County, Florida, in Chapter 2, I would first like to present you with just some of 

the photos and text about those who are helping them.  

Photos below are that of entrance to SVDP for all food and shelter services.  Photo below on 

right is view s of rear long-term resident facilities and programs for about 30 non-Veterans, and 

50 Homeless Veterans for which the VA pays  SVDP per diem funding. 

 

You won’t go hungry in St. Petersburg Pinellas County, Florida, if you have little or no money at 

all, but you will homeless, as there are only about 2165 Emergency, Transitional Housing, and 

Permanent Supportive Housing beds available for the County’s estimated 6,000 homeless. This 

information comes from the Pinellas County Homeless Coalition.  

“Photos below are Homeless, Hungry and Needy waiting for “CHICKEN MAN” Don 

McClendon to arrive at Mirror Lake Park at 5:00 p.m., Monday through Wednesday with 

delicious fried chicken dinners which usually also include rice or pasta, bread, and cookies, and a 

cold drink. Photo on right is ”CHICKEN MAN’S” ” WE FEED THE HUNGRY car sign.

  

Click onto link below to read story about “Chicken Man” Don McClendon and why he feeds the 

Hungry.  http://blogs.creativeloafing.com/dailyloaf/2008/09/17/a-treatise-of-we-feed-the-hungry-

inc/ 

Photos below are of young People serving dinner at Mirror Lake Park at about 4:00 pm on 

Wednesdays only. They call their Organization for the Hungry, Homeless and Needy “FOOD 

NOT BOMBS.” 
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To read “Food Not Bombs” Story click onto link.   http://www.foodnotbombs.net/story.html 

Photos below are of  Homeless, Hungry and Needy waiting on line for Breakfast which they 

serve only on Saturdays from about 8:00-9:30 a.m.

  

Photos below are of  Central Christian Church feeding the Homeless, Hungry and Needy at 

Demons Landing Park on Tampa Bay in the backdrop of Million Dollar Condominiums  and 

Millions of Dollars worth of Sailboats and Yachts  moored  at St. Petersburg Yacht Club and 

other Marinas. 

 .   

Photos below on left is that of THE PEOPLE THAT LOVE MISSION in St. Petersburg – They 

give out free bread, cakes, canned food, miscellanous foods, clothing, pay water bill final notice, 

and serve a light dinner at 4:00p.m., 6-days per week. Photo below on right is of hat of Beacon 

House who serves Dinner every day but Saturday at 5:00 p.m. 
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In a recent phone interview with Rhonda L. Abbott, MA, CRC, Manager of Veteran, Social and 

Homeless Services for the City of St. Petersburg, I was sincerely inspired by Abbott’s seemingly 

Professional and Personal Dedication and Compassion to simply help the homeless of St. 

Petersburg to get-off the streets and into a shelter or permanent housing and to help them become 

SELF-SUFFICIENT once again and before they die from outdoor over-exposure from hot and 

cold weather and from lack of proper medical care. Abbot also seemed excited about the opening 

of “PINELLAS SAFE HARBOR,” a new County Government-operated homeless shelter which 

recently opened on January 06, 2011 to which the City of St. Petersburg, among other Cities in 

Pinellas County are financially contributing tax-payer dollars in order to send members of its 

Homeless population there who want to voluntarily go.  On Friday, Jan 21, after the shelter was 

opened for 2-weeks, Abbott arranged a 1-hour Press Tour for me of the new shelter so I could 

actually see it in operation.  There were 245 Homeless Persons living there on this day.  After the 

Tour was completed, I could not find one negative reason for which a Homeless Person would 

not want to go there to get-off  the streets.  I will discuss more about the new shelter in depth in 

Chapter 2, as well as in depth interviews with Abbott and other City and County Officials on 

Homelessness and the new shelter.  In the interim you can view the video below NEW 

HOMELESS SHELTER OPENS IN PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA. Click onto link to 

watch video. http://www.wtsp.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=160337 

http://www.wtsp.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=160337

