
New Directions for Veterans 2013 Gala reveals impressive 

new accomplishments 

by Terry Richards 

 

BEVERLY HILLS, CA - Joe Montegna, star of CBS’ hit TV series 

“Criminal Minds” was once again Master of Ceremonies at New 

Directions for Veterans (ND) 5th Annual Honoring Our Heroes 

“an Evening Benefiting our Veterans” Gala on November 3rd, 

2013 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.  

 

New Directions for Veterans has expanded its focus on three 

key areas – Homeless Prevention, Transitional Housing, and 

Permanent Supportive Housing. Their 2013 accomplishments 

include opening the first permanent supportive housing project 

on a Veterans Affairs (VA) campus in the State of California at 

the VA’s Sepulveda Ambulatory Care Center which 

accommodate 147 Veterans in furnished studio apartments. 



   

Forty (40) more studio apartments that are currently under 

construction for formerly homeless Veterans in El Monte are 

expected to be completed in January 2014 and a Grand 

Opening on March 12th. 

New Directions for Veterans is also creating permanent 

supportive housing for homeless senior Veterans age 62 and 

over at Beswick Senior Apartments in Boyle Heights which is 

located on a quiet residential street and will consist of 32-one 

bedroom units. Expected completion is November 2014. “45% 

of homeless Veterans on the streets in East Los Angeles are 

over the age of 55” according to Los Angeles Homeless Services 

Authority (2011). 

   

Montegna said that he was going to work New Directions for 

Veterans’ accomplishments in serving homeless Veterans with 

PTSD, depression, and substance abuse addictions turn their 

lives around into another episode of “Criminal Minds”. 



   

Montegna played several scenes from last year’s episode which 

was shot on location at the New Directions for Veterans 

Program Treatment Center at West Los Angeles VA Medical 

Center. Other notable celebrities who attended the Gala were 

former Game Show Host Wink Martindale (seen below by 

himself and with this Writer (wearing my Lumbar Spine Brace 

due to recent Spinal Surgery) and Meshach Taylor (No Photo 

available). 

 

The Gala also Honored Wells Fargo with the 2013 Corporate 

Hero Award;  



The New Directions Veterans Choir with the Sing out Award; 

 

And, 

Mr. Albert Sweet, Co-Chairman and 

Founder, Occidental Entertainment Group Holdings, Inc., with 

the 2013 Philanthropic Leadership Award. 

 

Above from R-L in both photos is this Writer Terry Richards and his guest Erma Prupkler at the New Directions Dinner. And 

here’s what Erma had to say about this event: 

“It was a very inspiring evening, I never knew all these things 

about homeless Veterans, and I never heard of New Directions. I 

am going to give this event brochure to a wealthy friend of mine 

who is also a Veteran and see if he will make a donation to New 

Directions” said Erma Prupkler a first-time attendee of this 



annual event. Prupkler also said she got “chills” when ND 

President Gregory C. Scott  asked all the 

Veterans in the room to stand-up. Tears could also be seen in 

Prupkler’s eyes during one of the presentations which focused 

on three Iraq and Afghanistan Combat War Veterans Matthew, 

Andy, and Veronica who were homeless and suffer from PTSD, 

 

Depression, and desert cough (Veronica), and how New 

Directions for Veterans turned their lives around first with 

transitional housing and its treatment program, and then with 

permanent supportive housing, school, and a “service dog” (for 

Veronica), among other things. 

The New Directions for Veterans Chorus was also once again 

 



Featured to entertain guests at the Gala. Their performance in 

a word was “sensational”…  

Finally, here’s what Gregory C. Scott, President and CEO of 

 

New Directions said to those who purchase tickets to this 

informative fundraising dinner and event:  

“Honoring Our Heroes is a meaningful show of 

support to the men and women who have sacrificed 

so much for our country. We look forward to thanking 

them for their service and to discussing future plans to 

best serve the unique needs of our nation’s Veterans – 

including those returning home from the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan as our agency starts its third decade. 

Your ticket purchase and support allow us to continue 

fulfilling our mission – to empower Veterans and 

facilitate their successful return to families and our 

community. Thank you for your help in achieving this 

goal”. 


