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Words of gratitude touch veterans
As'Veterans Day ap-

proaches this Nov. II, I
hope that people every-
where in. America will pay
tIibute to our nation's veter-
ans, both living and dead_

There are approxim;ite1y
26-million men and women
veterans still alive in Ameri-
ca. Only one out of every five
men in America is a veteran.
That's 20 percent ... yet, in
men's homeless shelters na-
tionwide, one out of three,
or 33 percent, is a veteran.
Of the estimated 750,000
homeless Americans.
250.000 are veterans.

From time to time I hear
derogatory remarks from
non-veterans about our na-
tion's homeless veterans.
Vietnam veterans or just vet-
erans in general. Fortunate-
ly. the majority of Americans
don't think this way.

When one enters the vaIi-
ous VA hospitals and outpa-
tient clinics nationwide, he
will see tributes on the bill-
boards. such as. "111e price
of freedom is visible here. n

or, "If you love your free-
dom. thank a veteran. n
However. none touches me
as much as the tribute I
found on the window at the
agent cashier's office at the
VA outpatient clinic in
Columbus. Ohio. I would
now like to share that trib-
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ute With all of you and hope that it
touches you in the same way...

'The veteran ~s the most important
person in the hospital.

The veteran is not dependent upon
us -we are dependent upon hiI:D..

The veteran is not an interruption
in our work -he is the purpose of it.

The veteran is not an outsider
to our business - he is our

business.
The veteran is a person
and not a statistic. He
has feelings, emotions,
biases and wants ...
It is our business to
meet these needs.

The American vet-
eran is God's gift to
us ... Freedom is
his gift to the
world.n

Teny Richards is
a Vietnam War

veteran who
works . to-
ward the
benefit of vet-
erans. We
thank him
and all the
other veter-
ans for our
freedom and
remember the
sacrifices of
veterans
everywhere
on Nov. 11.
Veterans
Day.


