
Direct from The Housing Rights Center –                               
Everything you need to know about Your Rights and 

Obligations as a Tenant as Established by Law 
 

Who pays for extermination of Bed-Bugs, the Landlord or Tenant? 

Click to read – Who pays for extermination of Bed-Bugs, the Landlord 
or Tenant? 

Examples of California Civil Code 1942.5. RETALIATION  

Retaliatory Actions, Evictions, and Discrimination  

Retaliatory actions and evictions a landlord may try to evict a tenant 
because the tenant has exercised a legal right (for example, using the 
repair and deduct remedy, pages 41–42) or has complained about a 
problem in the rental unit. Or, the landlord may raise the tenant’s rent 
or otherwise seek to punish the tenant for complaining or lawfully 
exercising a tenant right.  

In either situation, the landlord’s action is said to be retaliatory because 
the landlord is punishing the tenant for the tenant’s exercise of a legal 
right. The law offers tenants protection from retaliatory eviction and 
other retaliatory acts.  

The law infers (assumes) that the landlord has a retaliatory motive if 
the landlord seeks to evict the tenant (or takes other retaliatory action) 
within six months after the tenant has exercised any of the following 
tenant rights. 

Retaliatory Discrimination  

A landlord, managing agent, real estate broker, or salesperson violates 
California’s Fair employment and housing Act by harassing, evicting, or 
otherwise discriminating against a person in the sale or renting of 
housing when the “dominant purpose” is to retaliate against a person 
who has done any of the following: opposed practices that are unlawful 
under  the Act; informed law enforcement officials of practices that the 
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person believes are unlawful under the Act; or • Aided or encouraged a 
person to exercise rights protected by the Act. 

A tenant who can prove that the landlord’s eviction action is based on a 
discriminatory motive has a defense to the unlawful detainer action. A 
tenant who is the victim of retaliatory discrimination also has a cause of 
action for damages under the fair employment and housing Act.344 

(c) It is unlawful for a lessor to increase rent, decrease services, cause a 
lessee to quit involuntarily, bring an action to recover possession, or 
threaten to do any of those acts, for the purpose of retaliating against 
the lessee because he or she has lawfully organized or participated in a 
lessees’ association or an organization advocating lessees’ rights or has 
lawfully and peaceably exercised any rights under the law.  In an action 
brought by or against the lessee pursuant to this subdivision, the lessee 
shall bear the burden of producing evidence that the lessor’s conduct 
was, in fact, retaliatory.  
Click to read CALIFORNIA TENANTS HANDBOOK 
 

Click to read CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL HOUSING HABITABILITY CODES 
 

Click to read CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL HOUSING LANDLORD 
RETALIATION VIOLATIONS CODES 
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Federal Fair Housing Act:  

It is illegal for anyone to threaten, coerce, intimidate or 
interfere with anyone exercising a fair housing right or assisting 
others who exercise that right… 

Click link below to read overview of Fair Housing 
Act   http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offic
es/fair_housing_equal_opp/FHLaws/yourrights 

Click to read full Fair Housing Act 
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