
Religious Organizations may not be denied equal access                                       
to public facilities nor denied their right to open Prayer 

by Terry Richards 

LOS ANGELES, CA - Recently, a number of Senior Centers across the United States 
who serve Federally subsidized congregate meals for Seniors 60 and over have 
been receiving letters from non-profit organizations who are Watchdogs 
endeavoring to ensure “Separation from Church and State” when it comes to 
Prayer in public facilities telling Senior that they are not allowed to have open 
Prayer for the blessing of the food they are about to eat. 

It turns-out that these non-profits were wrong in their interpretation of the 
Federal Laws which govern Federally subsidized food, as well as their lack of 
knowledge of numerous U.S. Supreme Court Rulings in connection with the rights 
of Religious Organizations to have equal access to the renting of public facilities 
just as civic, private and other non-profits and there rights to have Prayer sessions 
including but not limited to even Evangelical Praying events in Libraries, Schools, 
Park or Senior Recreation Centers, or Stadiums that are owned and run by the 
Government and tax-payers and tax-payer dollars. 

Simply put, it is only the City, County, State or Federal Government Employees or 
the Employees of the Service Provider of the subsidized meals that cannot lead 
the Patrons in prayer.  

So for example, if a Jewish Organization is the Service Provider then the blessings 
for the meal can solely be those which are taken from the Old Testament and said 
in Hebrew and/or English, and no other opportunities for other Religions to say a 
blessing is required. Emphasis on required. And the same rules apply if the Service 
Providers are Mormon, Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, or any 
other Religion. 

For full details, click onto the links below to read full related stories. 

http://aclj.org/churches-organizations-/equal-access-to-public-facilities-for-
religious-use 
 
http://catholicexchange.com/interpreting-rules-of-religion-rights 
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